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Our Cover

For our cover, we have chosen a photograph of the original
health care facility building, circa 1951.
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INTRODUCTION

This is a brief political history of our hospital. Due to the

time press imposed on us, I am sure that I will omit some pertinent

person, place or thing. For this I apologize, in advance, to the
injured party or parties.

The interesting thing I found in working on this project is that
so much has occurred in so short a time. The obstacles placed in
the way of the people dedicated to having first class medical
service in their community were staggering. The methods used to

overcome these obstacles were simple. They consisted of mental
concepts: Faith, determination and a belief in the future. These,

combined with a willingness to get involved, proved equal to the
task.

Most of these people are still alive and active in something.
However, faced with what appears to be another obstacle to

quality medical service to our area, they have rallied to the
cause, again. All were asked to dictate their memories of

the hospital onto tape. Many did. From tape they were typed
in transcript form.

These transcripts were made available to me, along with various
other documents, statements and photographs of historic import.
I've attempted to assemble these into a clear, concise political
document. This is not meant as an impartial review of mere events.

It is, rather, to me, a documentation of an impossible dream
fulfilled.
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T. H. Keffer, President

South Peninsula Hospital
Service Area Board

FEBRUARY 1984

NOVEMBER 1988 SECOND PRINTING

SEPTEMBER 1989 THIRD PRINTING (20)



"There was a different philosophy around here at that time.
Everyone got in and worked. We were trying to get something
going. There is always more enthusiasm when your're trying
to get something going. After it is going, then people lose
interest in it. They look for another challenge."

*

Leo R. Rhode

"We started in doing the very basic things by hand. Us Board
members got down there and leveled off the basement and got
the plumbing situated and poured the concrete slab and built
petition'. We made the doctor's offices down there. Then

we started thinking bout how to improve things, at least to
keep the Fire Marshal from shutting it down."
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Jack Epperson



"It is kind of hard -- people don't want to know the facts.

They've already made up their minds sometimes, and they just
don't want to listen -- they were against it."

Hospital-Healtm Center-Homer Alaska.

Harry Gregoire

Original Hospital & Health Center

(1955 - 1960)
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